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Social capital as a component of modern Islamic civilization in 
promoting security resilience against environmental risks

based on the Second Step Statement
Ali Reza Rajabi  

Abstract  
Environmental risks have become one of the emerging challenges to national 

security in recent decades; in such a way that phenomena such as water scarcity, 
climate change, and environmental degradation, if social mechanisms and governance 
are weak, can become a threat to social cohesion and political stability. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran is also exposed to this category of risks due to its geographical 
location and socio-cultural characteristics. The main issue of this research is what 
factors can prevent environmental risks from becoming securitized and increase the 
country's security resilience against these threats. Based on the Second Step 
Declaration of the Islamic Revolution, this article examines social capital as one of 
the components of the modern Islamic civilization and a driving factor in promoting 
security resilience. The research method is analytical-descriptive and based on 
documentary and discursive analysis of reliable domestic and foreign sources. The 
theoretical framework of the research is a combination of social capital literature, 
securitization theory, and resilience literature with an indigenous and civilization-
oriented approach. The research findings show that social capital, which relies on 
public trust, social participation, and the strength of the nation-sovereignty 
relationship, plays an effective mediating role in the non-security management of 
environmental risks and prevents them from turning into security crises. The 
innovation of the research lies in presenting a conceptual model that considers 
security resilience not simply the product of hard tools, but also the result of 
strengthening social capital within the framework of the modern Islamic civilization.
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